2025-26 Volunteer Assignments

Sonoma Botanical Garden

Volunteer Meetings and Trainings

(formerly Volunteer Orientation)

Volunteer Meetings and Trainings are informational meetings and role-specific training opportunities,
scheduled periodically with the Coordinator of Learning & Engagement.

Note: Every volunteer has been tagged with this assignment, allowing them to register for upcoming meetings
& trainings and to record and capture continuing education hours in the future.

Programs Support Volunteers

Programs Support Volunteers create a welcoming experience at special programs such as Gardens Aglow,
Sunday Funday, Acoustic Sunsets, and Tuesday Night Markets in the Sonoma Plaza. Responsibilities may
include greeting guests, assisting with check-in, offering directions, answering questions, and helping Garden
staff create engaging visitor experiences.

Tram Driver Volunteers

Tram Driver Volunteers provide a friendly and welcoming experience by safely transporting guests through
the Garden in electric trams on designated routes for special programs. This role requires tram operation
training, a valid driver license, and a Motor Vehicle Record check.

Exhibition Support Volunteers

Exhibition Support Volunteers assist with hands-on tasks such as assembling furniture, painting, and
completing specific horticultural and gardening-related tasks to help bring exhibitions to life at Sonoma
Botanical Garden.

Note: Tasks for this assignment will be available periodically, in alighment with exhibition changeovers.

Nature’s Notebook Volunteers

Nature’s Notebook Volunteers collaborate in teams to track seasonal changes in designated plant species
using established protocols, contributing to the National Phenology Project’s community science efforts.
Volunteers join a team of 4-5 to observe seasonal changes in specific plant groups (Oak, Malus, Cornus kousa,
Diospyros, Magnolia stellata) during monthly 1.5-2-hour sessions, with team leads coordinating efforts.
Qualification: Must be part of a National Phenology Project Team.



Garden Workday Volunteers

(formerly Horticulture Volunteers)

Garden Workday Volunteers support seasonal horticultural efforts by assisting with weeding and other
maintenance tasks along Garden pathways and around buildings. These on-call projects help enhance the
Garden’s appearance and play a key role in controlling the spread of invasive plant species.

Note: Garden Workday volunteer opportunities will be open to both SBG Volunteers and the general public.
SBG will register through VicNet and the general public will register through the event listing on the Sonoma
Botanical Garden website calendar.

Garden Guide (Adult) Volunteers

Garden Guide (Adult) Volunteers lead engaging short format tours, highlighting seasonal features and mission-
related themes to create meaningful connections between visitors and the Garden.

Note: Garden Guide volunteers play a vital role in connecting visitors to our mission, and while we’re actively
developing training to grow this team, it’s not yet available.

Garden Guide (School Programs) Volunteers

Garden Guide (School Programs) Volunteers lead interactive, short format tours for school groups, engaging
youth with seasonal highlights and mission-related themes to inspire curiosity and connection with the
Garden.

Note: Garden Guide volunteers play a vital role in connecting visitors to our mission, and while we’re actively
developing training to grow this team, it’s not yet available.
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